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OSILIANA'S BUDGET 2025

other private 256000 EUR

Founded by Kristjan Rahu in 2020 supf:;ters

Objectives and Action Plan

state
financing

promotion of Saaremaa's early history e T
31%

Kristjan
. . Rahu's
study of new archaeological sites found i

in Saaremaa and Muhu

website and information centre
academic research



2025:

Head of the Foundation: Marika Magi
Cooperating closely with:

altogether 5 employees, 4 of them half-time
- Tallinn University

during fieldworks 5-15 employees
- Saaremaa Museum

- The National Heritage Board, Estonia




Study of new archaeological sites found in Saaremaa and Muhu

* Ure, 3rd-4th-Century sacrificial place
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Propeller-shaped belt mounts

Sword-belt decorated with similar mounts from Nydam



Local jewellery from Ure




Mullutu harbour site 8th-14th century
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* Single finds:

Destroyed stone graves: ”
Lédmala
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6th-7th-Century Finnish
Brooch from Vana-Lahetaguse
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Gotlandic animal-head brooch




Settlement sites:
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Langa finds and the Great Coastal road
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tructures visible on relief map:

aljala 8th-9th-Century ringfort




Academic research

* In close cooperation with Tallinn University

e 2021-2025 focus on the 13th century
e early Christian burials

e hillforts
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HILLFORTS

 Scientific analyses
e GPR studies

 archaeological
excavations




GPR studies on Saaremaa’s hillforts

Kaarma hillfort

Valjala hillfort



Valjala hillfort

- 19th century / 19. saj.
- 1962-64
+".-2008
- 2021-24

Devg'lgpmént Boac

 Very similar to Olandic hillforts
e Were built of stone
*  Were used until late 13th-14th century







Reconstructed fortifications of Saaremaa’s 12th-13th-century big
hillforts: Valjala
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Poide hillfort
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Poide hillfort

13th-14th-century finds
Excavations 2024



Inhumation burials of the 12th-13th century — around existing and

disappeared churches

e dating
* |Isotope analyses
* aDNA
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Early burials around Valjala Church
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KARJA
KALMISTU

?

Late 12th - 13th-century cemetery with an empty area,

Burial near Valjala Church, with grave probable private church, at Karja Manor
goods underneath the skeleton



Promotion of Saaremaa’s early history

Participating in documentaries

BETTANY HUGHES' TREASURES OF THE WORLD - ESTONIA
Channel 4 at 7pm, Saturday 13th April and online

The best-selling author and award-winning
historian Bettany Hughes explores Estonia's
Viking legacy and its time-honoured traditions.

A real broadcasting gem: accessible, entertaining, always informative
The Telegraph »
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Written and Presented By BETTANY HUGHES / Original Music DAVID TOBIN & JEFF MEEGAN / Director of Pholography TIM KNIGHT / Drone Operators VALMAR VOOLAID ALEKSE!

KULIKOV / Sound Recordist TIM BOYLAN / Lead Fixer JANA KUTSINSKAIA Additional Fixers INDREK PEENMAA, EVA-MARIA EGIPT-PEENMAA / Online Editor ADAM SAUNDERS

/ Post Production Facilties TVC SOHO /Graphics PRIZUM TIM VARLOW / Historical Consultant NEIL TAYLOR / Researchers MICHAEL HAYES, SID HAYNS / Senior Researcher

OLYMPIA CHRISTOFINIS / Tearn Coordinator CARRI HECKS / Production Management Assistant LEYLA ALIZADA / Junior Production Manager LULU THOMPSON / Line Producers

GABI CARPENTER. LOUISA REID / Director of Production RUTH SESSIONS / Editor ANNE DUMMETT / Additional Editing DAVID BAKSH / Producer OLIVIA HANSEN / Producer
Director JOMNNY CROCKETT / Series Producer ANNA THOMSON / Executive Producer DAVID UPSHAL



6 Saaremaa viikingiaeg / The Viking Age of Saaremaa

2024: seven mini-docs of Saaremaa’s early history
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Search

Search... Search
Sepa EBYoulube : '
By clicking on the camera button, you can watch seven micro- . .
Micro-documentaries
documentaries on the history of Saaremaa made in the framework of the
project "With Video on Saaremaa's Historical Landscapes", funded by
Estonian Research Council’s science popularisation proiect competition
pop proj p

and Foundation Osiliana.

https://osiliana.eu/en/multimedia/



2023-24: exhibition in Saaremaa Museum:
Face to Face with Medieval Saaremaa Islanders

B =
o
SAAREMAA Yol
MUUSEUM -

Silmast
silma

keskaegse
saarlasega

NAITUS / EXHIBITION
14.07.2023 - 30.08.2024

FACE TO FACE WITH MEDIEVAL SAAREMAA ISLANDER

SIEOX Osiliana - pmaamuuseum.ee

R ST AN R,



Promotion of Saaremaa's early history

Lectures

Events for general audience (open days of
excavations etc)

Information boards to sites

Audio guides — Valjala hillfort

3D models of the big hillforts

Small exhibition of Osiliana’s works in
Asva Viking Center

Cooperation with the Salme Viking Center
project




Homepage and Information Centre www.osiliana.eu

* Both in Estonian and English
* Information of Saaremaa’s early history available at one place
* Designed for different levels: links to more information when needed

* Targeted for locals interested in history as well as for tourists visiting
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Archacological sites of Saaremaa

On this page, you can find the research papers, reports, and maps regarding the archaeological sites of Saaremaa. SCarCh

These sites are represented here in alphabetical order.

Search... Search




ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITE

map/location

reports of excavations

reports of other research,
e g GPR

links to repositories

brief description

more about the site

N

publications dealing
with the site

finds from the site

Archacological

Sites of Saaremaa

Kaali crater

Karja early medieval
cemetery

Kaku burial site

Lepna mortuary house
Piila viking age grave site
Poide church

Poide hillfort

Salme ship burials

Saunamae orave and cult
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Research

On this page, you can find the research papers, reports, and maps about Saaremaa. These materials are

represented here chronologically. By clicking on the year, you can find more research material.

To search by author, click on the icon.

Search

Search... Search

Research :
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Archaeslogical ieldwork n Estonia 2022, 73-90

Archaeological and ground p ing radar
investigations around Valjala, Péide and Kaarma
hill forts in Saaremaa

Marika Magi
54 Osiiana wwwosiiana.eu

Tallinna Qlkool,
Health, nsttute of Ecology), Uus Sadama s, 10120 Talin, Estonia

Olav Harjo
00 Elermo Anijarve tee 14, 74010 Vimsi Estonia

tion na and Tallinn University started archaeological excavations around
. . . N

including

wall in the south-eastern part of the hl fort.
‘modem methods including GIS-
igery provided by the Estonian Land Board,

ical excavations at Valjala hill fort. The first overview presented here focuses on defensive
structures outside the presently visible hill forts.

RESEARCH BACKGROUND
Although the big hi i h ed

as early as in the 19th century, it has mostly been the central fortification that has been de-
scribed and studied. Less.

s paid to the area around the hill fosts. Still, drawings
. § b .

 Tab.
main hill forts with their nearest vicinity (Fig. 1. A clearly marked stone fence or low stone
wall around the hill forts of Muhu and Poide strikes the eye on these pictures.
Valjala. by Kruse, neit i by
p Hol

AvchaeologicalFeldworkin Etonia 2022, 99-106
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2023

Magi, M.; Tonisson, H.; Harjo, 0. (2023).

Archaeological and ground penetrating radar investigations
around three Saaremaa hill-forts — Valjala, Poide and
Kaarma. Arheoloogilised valitood Eestis = Archeological

fieldwork in Estonia, 2022, 73-90.

Read the article: here.

2022

Unt, A.; Saage, R.; Oks, K.; Peets, J. (2023). Excavations at the
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Database

Our database is free to use for all history and archaeology enthusiasts. If you use our database, please do not
forget to cite correctly:

Magi, Marika; Palm, Piia Sandra. Archaeological Artefacts of Saaremaa. Foundation Osiliana / Tallinn University.
Accessed: date.
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Mullutu

Penannular brooch with rolled terminals,

bronze.

Century: Discovery code:

9-11 SM 10863:112
O £ N A E -~

Valjala hillfort

Penannular brooch with rolled terminals.
Such penannular brooches were used
during a longer period 800-1400. Here
probably 1100-1400, according to other

finds.
Century: Discovery code:
12-13 Al 4300:55
Page 1 -2
2 ® - " v P a N

Valjala hillfort

Penannular brooch, silver (?). Faceted
terminals. The loop has grooved thicker
middle parts transversely grooved. Similar
brooches are often found in 13th-14th-
century inhumation graves and only
seldom in stone graves with cremations.

Century:
13-14

Discovery code:
Al 4300:342

READ MORE
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Thank you!




