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OSILIANA'S BUDGET 2025
256000 EUR

• promotion of Saaremaa's early history 
• study of new archaeological sites found

in Saaremaa and Muhu
• website and information centre
• academic research

www.osiliana.eu

Founded by Kristjan Rahu in 2020



2025:

Head of the Foundation: Marika Mägi

altogether 5 employees, 4 of them half-time

during fieldworks 5-15 employees

Cooperating closely with:

- Tallinn University

- Saaremaa Museum

- The National Heritage Board, Estonia



Study of new archaeological sites found in Saaremaa and Muhu

• Ure, 3rd-4th-Century sacrificial place



Sword-belt decorated with similar mounts from NydamPropeller-shaped belt mounts



Local jewellery from Ure



Mullutu harbour site 8th-14th century



Mullutu



Mullutu



• Single finds: 

Gotlandic animal-head brooch

Destroyed stone graves: 
Lõmala

6th-7th-Century Finnish
Brooch from Vana-Lahetaguse



Settlement sites:

Muhu Laheküla

Upa



Länga finds and the Great Coastal road



Gathering places? Ritual sites?

Väljaküla



Structures visible on relief map:

Valjala 8th-9th-Century ringfort



Academic research

• In close cooperation with Tallinn University
• 2021-2025 focus on the 13th century

• early Christian burials
• hillforts



HILLFORTS

• Scientific analyses
• GPR studies
• archaeological

excavations



GPR studies on Saaremaa’s hillforts

Kaarma hillfort

Valjala hillfort



Valjala hillfort

• Very similar to Ölandic hillforts
• Were built of stone
• Were used until late 13th-14th century



Valjala hillfort



Reconstructed fortifications of Saaremaa’s 12th-13th-century big 
hillforts: Valjala



Pöide hillfort



Pöide hillfort

13th-14th-century finds

7th-9th-century finds

Excavations 2024



Inhumation burials of the 12th-13th century – around existing and 
disappeared churches

• dating
• Isotope analyses
• aDNA

Early burials around Valjala Church



Late 12th - 13th-century cemetery with an empty area, 
probable private church, at Karja ManorBurial near Valjala Church, with grave

goods underneath the skeleton



Promotion of Saaremaa's early history

• Participating in documentaries



2024: seven mini-docs of Saaremaa’s early history

https://osiliana.eu/en/multimedia/



2023-24: exhibition in Saaremaa Museum:
Face to Face with Medieval Saaremaa Islanders



Promotion of Saaremaa's early history
• Lectures

• Events for general audience (open days of 
excavations etc)

• Information boards to sites

• Audio guides – Valjala hillfort

• 3D models of the big hillforts

• Small exhibition of Osiliana’s works in 
Asva Viking Center

• Cooperation with the Salme Viking Center 
project



Homepage and Information Centre www.osiliana.eu

• Both in Estonian and English
• Information of Saaremaa’s early history available at one place
• Designed for different levels: links to more information when needed
• Targeted for locals interested in history as well as for tourists visiting 

Saaremaa















Thank you!


